
Welcome to Maths in Early Years

and Key Stage 1



Purpose of this meeting:

• To raise an awareness of how maths is taught here at school

• To give you some ideas of how to support your child in maths



Early Years: 

Your child will be - 

• Learning to master number - what does this mean?

• mastering number is NOT being able to count up to 100! - understand number and its composition

• being able to subitise  - means being able to tell you how many objects there are without counting them.

• Can your child tell you that there are 3 objects even if they are arranged in any pattern? 

• In Year R chn start by understanding 1, 2 and learning to subitise to 3 

• Composition of 3, 4, 5, etc.... 

• Gradually building up to 6, 7 and 8 - using language like '6 is made of 5 and a bit'- and that bit is 1 
more

• 7 is made of 5 and a bit (2 more) 



What are numbers made up of?

BBC bitesize great for learning about composition and ideas!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zxbq8hv


If a child cannot do this then 
they have not mastered the skill 
of cardinality.



Images of subitising

Are there still 4?



Rekenrek - these are used to help children 
count and see patterns up to 20.

Children can see that 5 and 5 makes 10.  Later on children will be able to easily see that 6 is 
made of '5 and a bit' etc...

One push .... 

Arithmetic lessons are developing fluency of number in children.



double sided counters

tens frames

numberlines

multilink

Resources Used

in lessons



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zsjbcmn If we can get this right with our children 
- we will be giving them the best chance 
to succeed at school and become deeper 
thinkers in Maths.

We want every child to 
eventually, be able to see a 
larger pattern and break it 
down into smaller groups to 
count 

eg:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zsjbcmn


How can you help at home?

• Play games - board games involving dice eg: snakes and ladders; Frustration

• Out for a walk? how many swans? bikes? trees? etc

• at home: arrange carrot sticks in 3/4/5 ;  grapes;  anything 

• Sing nursery rhymes/ counting songs - 10 green bottles, 5 little ducks, 6 in a 
bed etc

• Children need to see everyday objects in their learning - maths can be using 
anything - not just maths objects!



Maths in Key Stage 1 - Years 1 and 2

In Year 1 children will learn to:

-recognise and know number bonds to 10 and 20 and see patterns: eg: 3+7=10, 7+3=10, 
10-3=7, 10-7=3

Children are working on knowing all their number bonds to 10 with automaticity.

Maths is fun and we can all do it.  It may be challenging to start and we may 
need to have a few goes; but we want all children to have success and enjoy 
learning number.



Play number games:

Topmarks   

Numberblocks

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks

These are 2 very good websites to start with; brilliant ideas and fun 
games and rhymes

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b08bzfnh/numberblocks


Year 2
Children will use their knowledge of number bonds to 10 and within 20 to then be 
able to bridge 10.

8+4 = ?

Children will look at this and reason that if they know that 8 + 2 is 10, so 2 more 
will be 12 



Children should be exploring other ways of counting.  Counting in ones is very time 
consuming - there are quicker and better ways to count.

eg: 
How many?

'I can see 2 tens so that's 20 and 6 more.

so that's 26'



• knowing number facts within 20, 50 and 100  3+7=10; 30+70=100; 23+17=40;

• ꞏknowing relationship between + and -  eg: 3+17=20;  20-3=17     Inverse

• Knowing relationship between X and 
fact families

3+2=5; 53=2
commutative

4+6=10 and 6+4=10

related facts

column  method

place value  28 has

8 ones and 2 tens

3+5 =8 so 23+5 =28



Once children are fluent in number - Resilience is key!

If children are presented with problems - they give up too easily - they need to try and 
reason to work it out.  



Past SATs 

questions



https://play.ttrockstars.com/ttrs/dashboard

TTRS Logins and letters

https://play.ttrockstars.com/ttrs/dashboard



